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    Hello, 
 This newsletter is late because my inputs were late….sorry about that.   
 Well, we’re at about the ½ way point for the deployment.  This is dependant 
upon whether or not we get extended.  We hope to know pretty soon and we’ll get that 
out as soon as we know.  I know a lot of us are looking to start making some summer 
plans so we can shop around for the good deals. 
 We’re back on the ship a little earlier than planned.  We got some tasking and 
were told to reload back onto the boat.  As it turned out, that tasking got cancelled 
once we were back aboard but the timing wasn’t worth us offloading again into 
Kuwait.  Also, we didn’t have a say in the matter. 
 Other than that, things are going well.  The ACE flew a lot in Kuwait and the 
Control Group Marines got some great training as well.  The S shops also kept very 
busy keeping track of people, logging the flights, getting us into and out of Kuwait 
and keeping the computers running despite some less than perfect computer systems 
and conditions. 
 That’s about it from the edge of the empire.  Keep us in your prayers as we 
keep you in ours. 
                                                                                                   CO 
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IMPORTANT DATES: 
February: 
14th- Valentine’s Day 
14th -Mid-Deployment Brief- 
       from 6:30-8:30 
18th – President’s Day 
24th – KVN Meeting @2PM 
          LINKS House 
March: 
9th-Daylight Savings Begins 
17th- St. Patrick’s Day 
23rd – Easter Sunday 

HMM-166 (REIN) Marine Corps Air Station Miramar 

  CO’s Corner 

Mailing Addresses:  
   
  PERSONAL MAIL  OFFICIAL MAIL 
  GRADE NAME USMC   COMMANDING OFFICER  
  HMM 166 (SECTION)   ATTN (SECTION, TITLE OR NAME) 
  UNIT 41081                  HMM 166 
  FPO AP 96610-1081  UNIT 41081 
  FPO AP 96610-1081 

Deployment Links and Resources: 
Official 11th MEU Website:  www.usmc.mil/11thmeu 
Squadron Website: www.usmc.mil/11thmeu/hmm166web/ace.html 
Free Calling Cards:  www.operationuplink.org (only works on land, sorry) 
Hug-a-Hero Dolls: www.daddydolls.com  
 
 
USS Tarawa Care Line:  619-685-2846 - information from the ship 
US Postal Service: 1-800-610-8734, press 1 for English, then press 1 again and ask for the  
“Military Pack”– To order free shipping supplies for deployed military family members 
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 SgtMaj Sounds Off: 

 
 

 
Message from XO: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

Hello SeaElk Family, 
   
 Happy Valentine’s Day to you all!   The first 3 months of this deployment went by in a flash. While in Kuwait, 
the Marines had the opportunity to exercise their skills in an environment that was conducive to training.  Kuwait also 
provided the Marines the opportunity to leave the shipboard lifestyle for an area with more space to maneuver. The 
availability of phone lines, internet, and shifting from a 300 man room to a 6 man rooms gave the moral of the Marines a 
significant boost. 
 What’s next? I really don’t know but our Marines are prepared to execute any order given. Our Marines never 
cease to amaze me with their willingness to get the mission accomplished, I am extremely proud of their performance as 
I am sure you are as well. 
 Entering the month of February is considered a milestone in our deployment. Before you know it, we’ll be 
entering the month of March and the time will definitely fly. If you have not already done so, now is the time to start 
working or completing all of the special projects. We are definitely looking forward to returning home to assist with the 
“Honey do lists”. 
         Semper Fidelis, 
         SgtMaj Harrell 
 

      Marines and Family Members of HMM-166 (REIN), 
 
   January was a very busy month with the majority of the ACE moving ashore for some much 
     needed sustainment training at Camp Buehring, Kuwait.  Everyone enjoyed getting their feet back 
    on dry land and walking around in the fresh air for just about a month.  Marine Air Control Group 
    accomplished some great ground training while the Aircrew completed proficiency and advancement 
    training.   
             The Green Bean Coffee house on base along with Starbucks helped everyone spend some of 
that money that has been burning a hole in everyone’s pocket.  Some of the Marines also got to enjoy a USO visit from 
Scarlett Johansson and a concert by Kix Brooks from Brooks and Dunn.   
 Our CH-53s supported the President’s visit to the United Arab Emirates while the Harriers stayed aboard ship 
to conduct training and support OIF missions into Iraq.   
 The entire squadron has moved back on to the Tarawa, and we are currently conducting training and 
operations throughout the Arabian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman.  Everyone is looking forward to our next liberty port 
whatever that may be.      
 The cutoff date for submitting names for the Tiger Cruise was 15 February.  We have received approximately 
75 names for Tigers that will be joining us.  The submitted names are listed in the back of this newsletter.  Please let 
your Marine know, as soon as possible, if an expected Tiger’s name is not on the list.  The Tigers should be receiving a 
medical questionnaire along with more detailed planning information from the MEU Chaplain in the near future.   
 
Continued thanks for your dedication and sacrifice. Mission First, Marines Always. 
 
          Semper Fi, 
          LtCol Shawn W. McKee 
          Executive Officer HMM-166 (Rein) 
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S-4 SUPPORT: 
 

Greetings SeaElk Marines and families, 
   February marks the middle of the deployment and ends the busiest month of the deployment to date.  January was eventful as the 
squadron celebrated the New Year and conducted its longest and most in-depth training evolution at Udairi Army Airfield in Kuwait. 
 While at Udairi, the Administrative shop had an opportunity to conduct combat skills training.  Cpl Dubois spent several days with 
the MWSS Detachment conducting convoy training and Sgt Simeona, Sgt Villenada, and LCpl Montgomery honed their combat skills 
conducting realistic urban training at Udairi’s training range facilities.  Also, congratulations to LCpl Montgomery, who was promoted on 
the first of February. 
 Additionally, the pilots in the Administrative shop were challenged in the desert training routes and landing zones available to 
train.  Capt Maurer was one of the busiest pilots in the squadron, instructing initial training flights almost every time he flew.  Captain 
Harvey and Captain Venci completed most of their Aircraft Commander Qualification flights and will soon look forward to signing for an 
aircraft for the first time in the near future. 
 Capt Venci and 1stLt Friday initiated a T-shirt contest that yielded several talented entries from the very artistic to humorous to 
outright strange; a winning entry has already been selected and the squadron can soon look forward to purchasing a newly designed T-shirt. 
 Finally, the month closed with the long-awaited return of GySgt Huerta, who has been assisting the squadron from Miramar since 
the squadron’s departure – welcome aboard, Gunny! 
 
Stay safe and enjoy the winter season. 
          Major Andrew P. “Lou” Albano 
       HMM-166 (Rein) Administrative Officer

S-1 Administration:

 Hello again from the S-4/S-6 Shop!  I hope everyone’s New Year has been fortuitous so far.  In the month of January, the S-4/S-6 
got to spend New Year’s Eve and day in Bahrain.  I think for many of the Marines, they got a little taste of home via the U.S. Navy Base in 
Bahrain.  A little taste of Starbucks can go a long way to helping out moral.  At the end of the first week of January, the S-4/S-6 shop got 
put to the test.  The S-4 shop had to move all of HMM-166(REIN) from the ship to Kuwait (Camp Beuhring).  The process took about 5 
days to fly 22 helicopters, over 350 Marines and their personal baggage, and all of the equipment required to support HMM-166 (REIN) 
ashore.   The Marines in the S-4 performed excellent and were nothing but professionals while executing the mission.  The whole shop 
came together to help out in anyway they could to include all of the S-6 Marines and the MWSS Detachment.  After we got ashore in 
Kuwait, S-4/S-6/MWSS went to work right away to support the squadron.  SSgt Alvarez worked to coordinate transportation, billeting, and 
work spaces for the entire squadron.  Cpl Martin and LCpl Grissom ensured all of our squadron’s equipment moved from the coast of 
Kuwait inland to Camp Beuhring.  Cpl Spillane, Cpl Knopes, and PFC Burton helped SSgt Alvarez with coordination at Camp Beuhring.  
The S-6 Marines got computers from HMM-166(REIN) set-up on three different networks.  The Army Network that was already 
established at Camp Beuhring, the VSWAN (kind of a wireless based network connected to the 11th MEU), and satellite based system.  Cpl 
Lyman, LCpl Hamm, and LCpl Taylor worked feverishly to support HMM-166(REIN) and ensured that each system was up an running all 
hours of the day.   As for my MWSS Marines, the Jack-of-All-Trades Marines, they helped out in anyway that they could like true 
professionals due to the fact that not all of the MWSS Marines could do the job that they were trained for.  The Bulk Fuelers worked in the 
fuel pits with the civilian contractors to fuel aircraft.  The rest of the detachment ended up helping out by assisting SSgt Alvarez with 
various tasks and driving the buses that provided transportation for the squadron to and from the airfield, meals, and various locations on 
the base.  In addition, all of the Marines received some form of various training to keep up their war fighting skills as Marines.   And last 
but not least, I have my Marines that I kept on the USS Tarawa to support the AV-8B detachment who supported Operation Iraqi Freedom 
from the ship.  Capt Hodgins took charge of Sgt King (MWSS-cook), Cpl Bowyer(S-4), Cpl Bozeman(S-6), and supported the AV-8B 
detachment flawlessly.  Overall, the S-4/S-6 and MWSS Detachment should be congratulated for the outstanding job they did while in 
Kuwait and on the USS Tarawa during the month of January.  I guess I cannot say enough of how proud the families of these Marines 
should be for the great work they do everyday.   
 
        Semper Fidelis 
       Major Joseph S. Lee, HMM-166 (REIN) Logistics Officer



 

 

THE SEAELK TIMES Page 4 of 12

   

 

 
Greetings from your Family Readiness Officer, 
 

Hopefully when this newsletter reaches you, we will all be marking off the half way mark of our deployment.  We 
are all waiting on pins and needles in anticipation of word concerning a possible extension.  So far the official word still 
has us on schedule for 6 month deployment however; the command guidance has always been to plan on 7 to 9 months. 
 For us here on the boat the time seemed to move pretty quickly as we were all very busy in Kuwait conducting 
some much needed training.  Many of the new pilots in the squadron completed major steps in becoming Aircraft 
Commanders.  Quite a few other pilots also earned more advanced flight leadership qualifications such as Section Lead 
and Division Lead.  With all the flight hours maintenance was on their toes working long hours every day to keep the 
aircraft ready for flight.  Being on land in Kuwait gave us much more freedom to conduct an aggressive training plan. 
 Unloading the entire squadron ashore also gave us all a nice break from life on the boat.  We were able take in 
some USO entertainment, eat fast food, and stretch our legs everyday as we walked a dry land.  I wouldn’t say it felt like 
liberty with all the long hours of training, but it was a nice break.  We’re all hoping that soon we will have a real liberty 
call and much anticipated time off. 
 Included is this newsletter is the list of Tigers register for the cruise at the end of the deployment.  We will have 
further information and medical screening kits for you soon.  The MEU is working to negotiate a group rate at hotels in 
Hawaii for anyone coming out for the cruise.  As we gather further information about specific dates and requirement, we 
will forward them to you through your Marines and via email.  We still don’t have very much information because our 
timeline for deployment is still up in the air.  For right now, don’t buy any airline tickets or reserve any hotel rooms.  We 
will let you know when it’s safe to do so.   

Hopefully soon we will have some news for you all about when we’re coming home.  Until then, keep us in your 
thoughts and prayers and know that our careers would be much more difficult without you at home supporting us. 

 The year was off to a rolling start for the Department of Safety and Standardization.  After the New Year’s 
holiday spent in Bahrain, the squadron was gearing up for a “dirt detachment” to Udairi Army Airfield in Kuwait with 
the entire ACE working from this desert shore base.  Operations in unfamiliar areas require Pre-Deployment Site 
Surveys, and ORM assessments from our department, and this trip was no different.  In addition to the ORM evaluation 
and Site Survey, it was also time for the post holiday ‘Back in The Saddle” Safety Stand Down.  The Safety Department 
took advantage of the shore based facilities offered at the airfield, and presented a safety stand down to the entire 
squadron that covered such diverse topics as:  Desert Survival, Weapons Safety, Desert Night Flight CRM, Brown Out 
Landing CRM, Local Camp Safety Procedures, and several Desert Mishap Reviews.  In addition, our Flight Surgeon, Lt 
Ian Laughlin presented some informative briefs on Cumulative Fatigue Effects, and Spatial Disorientation and our ASO 
Capt Daryl Sabourin presented a review of the squadron’s latest Safety Climate Assessment.  These classes were 
particularly appropriate as the entire squadron was about to engage in a much more robust operational tempo where the 
effects of fatigue could impact the Marines’ readiness, and the pilots and aircrew were about to start operating in the 
night time desert environment, a challenging place to fly, which has claimed many lives through unrecognized spatial 
disorientation.  The classes were well received and taken to heart by the pilots and aircrew.  Prior to commencing flight 
training operations in Kuwait, department members 1stLt DeMars and 1stLt Sherwood, aided by 1stLt Friday, created 
area hazard charts for pilots to use in the planning of their missions.  During this period ashore several DOSS members 
completed flight leadership qualifications and individual flight qualifications.  Capt Sabourin qualified as a Terrain 
Flight Instructor, 1st Lieutenants DeMars and Friday completed their Helicopter Aircraft Commander Training flights.  
At the end of the month when an unexpected early backload of the entire ACE to ESG shipping ensued, the Safety 
Department was ready, and took the quick transition in stride.   

DEPARTMENT OF SAFTY AND STANDARDIZATION:

A WORD FROM THE FRO:
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Operations Department: 

 Having cherished the time ashore and the chance to celebrate New Year’s in Bahrain, we restocked with 
parts and victuals and headed back out to sea for the short transit up to Kuwait.  The whole of the MEU 
disembarked in Kuwait, bar the fast jet gang who were denied access ashore and, oh yes, the small task for the CH-
53 detachment to support the President of The United States in the UAE. This was a late notice tasking, which the 
53 guys and gals rolled into and took within their stride; no signed autographs unfortunately. The remainder 
disembarked in Kuwait and headed for Udairi (you-dar-re) Army Airfield and the associated Camp Buehring 
(bewr-ring).  All were happy to hit the ground again and appreciate the ability to walk about in the sunlight, even if 
the temperature was a little chillier than SOCAL! 
 The sand storms and winter showers were to hamper training occasionally; however, without the 
restrictive environment that is imposed on us while embarked, a great deal more money has been made.   
 The training commenced in earnest and maintained an extremely busy pace throughout the month with 
only a couple of maintenance days and a single day off since arriving. Day and night flights occurred almost 
everyday of the week though the crawl, walk, run principle was in effect at all times.  As we reach the end of the 
month all Type, Model, Series (TMR) have made great gains, countless Xs (new qualifications) achieved to 
include section and division leaders: Captains Celusta, Boksanske, Thornhill, Ferrari, Johnson, Ransom, and 
Kumar all passed with flying colors. We continue to press with further qualifications, even as the Low Light 
period has arrived. Stones have been thrown at the seagull, also known as Major Fitzpatrick, to get him airborne on 
these scary dark nights. 
S-3 Clerks continue without complaint or murmur, enjoying the freedom provided by being ashore.  The busy 
flying schedule has kept them busy with the NAVFLIRS and log books. Their presence has been noticed down at 
the gym on a regular basis; obviously working on those summer beach physiques. 
Overall, the ACE had a very busy and highly productive month.  We look forward to the Super Bowl and a day 
off. Go Pats! 
 
          Sam Edmondson 
          Major Royal Marines 
                     AOPSO 

           
 
 MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT: 

 The month of January was a challenging time for the Maintenance Department. The squadron flew off the USS 
Tarawa to conduct training in Kuwait and all the helicopters made it ashore. Three weeks later the MEU was ordered 
back aboard the ship and once again that Herculean efforts of the maintenance Marines made that happen. 
 Regardless of the mission, tasking and challenges we have faced as a squadron the Maintenance Marines have 
responded and have exceeded expectations.  
 
Congratulations to Master Sergeant Kerr who was promoted on 1 Jan 08 as well as to LCpl Putnam who was selected 
as the 11th MEU Marine of the quarter.  
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PROMOTIONS AND AWARDS: 
February: 
 

Resources and Happenings:  
 

 
 

 
Hello SeaElk families, 
 
 WOW it’s already February!! This month 
we celebrated making it half way through the 
deployment.  But, we still have a few more months 
to go and the KVN has a lot planned for the next 
few months. Next month we will be hosting an 
“Eggstravaganza” for Easter. If anyone is interested 
in helping out just contact your Key Volunteer or 
come to the next KVN meeting. Which will be 
February 24th 2pm at the LINKS house all KVN 
meeting are open to all spouses. We’d love to have 
you!! 
 
   KVC HMM-166(REIN) 

 
 

MCAS Miramar Tax Center 
The MCAS Miramar Tax Center will open on January 
22, 2008 at 1200.  The Tax Center offers free income tax 
services to all active duty members, dependents and 
retirees and will remain open until April 18.  The Tax 
Center is located in the Legal Assistance Office (BLDG 
6250) on Bauer Rd., across from Medical.  Your tax 
return will be prepared by trained tax preparers and you 
will typically receive your refund within 7 days.  
 
 

For more information:  
Front Desk                              (858) 577-1040  
OIC, Capt Kellner                       (858) 577-1706  
IRS Customer Service                    1-800-829-1040  
IRS web page                            www.irs.gov   
 
Hours of operation:  
WALK-IN HOURS:  
MONDAY - FRIDAY:  8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
 

 
Military OneSource  

Offers free tax preparation online for active duty, 
Guard, Reserve and their family members. For 
more information go to militaryonesource.com 

 
 

Lifestyle Insights Network Knowledge Skills 
(L.I.N.K.S.) 858-577-4810 

L.I.N.K.S. is a mentor program that offers an orientation to the 
Marine Corps lifestyle. Through experienced Marine Corps 

spouses, new spouses and recently arrived spouses gain 
knowledge and skills to help them grow in their new 

community. 

Topics: History and Traditions of the Corps, Moving in the 
Military, Deployment, Finances, Communication, Career 

Planning, and much more! 
 

Next sessions: 
Sat, Feb. 23rd 9:00-4:00 

Tues/Wed, March 4-5 9:00-1:00 
Sat, March 22nd 9:00-4:00 

 
To register, please call 

Angi Seus (858) 577-4810 
angela.seus@usmc.mil 

Child Care provided 
 

 

Promoted to PFC –  
Birdsong 
 

Promoted to LCpl –  
Burton and Montgomery 
 

Promoted to Cpl –  
 Evans, Garner, Passmore, Wells and 
White 
 
Promoted to Sgt – 
 Montion and Ross 

Good Conduct Medal –  
 Duncan 
 Garczek 
 Germain 
 Iniguez 
 Irizarry 
 Jakubowski 
 Musselman 
 Royce 
 Sozalopez 
 Wheeler 
 White 
 Wyatt 
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Are you controlling you money or is your money 
controlling you? 

 One of the greatest satisfactions in life is having a 
sense of control over your finances. Through careful 
planning and use of money management techniques that 
anyone can learn, a family can feel more confident about its 
ability to live within its means, reduce debt, handle 
emergencies and save for the future. Understanding how to 
manage money and developing the discipline to do it well 
can make a real difference in your life. 
 Through private counseling, the Financial 
Management Counselor at the Marine Corps Community 
Services will help you take six basic steps to Successful 
Money Management. 
 
Learn how to for free: 

• Assess your current financial situation 
• Develop a spending plan & tracking system 
• Balance your checkbook 
• Manage Debt 
• Take charge of credit 
• Set financial goals 

 
For Additional Information: Call Craig Hughes 

Financial Management Counselor 
 (858) 577-9802 

 
Deployment Support 

The Deployment Support Groups for Children and Teens  
meet weekly at The Teen Center bldg 2246 in the Part Day 

Preschool Room.   
Please call Patti for more information at 858-437-7841 

Grades K-2 Mondays 3:15-4pm 
Middle Schoolers Mondays 4:15-5pm 

Preschoolers Tuesdays 2-2:45 pm 
Grades 3-5 Tuesdays 3:15-4pm 

Preschoolers Wednesday 2:30pm-3:15pm 
Grades K-2 Wednesday 3:45-4:30pm 

 
The Spouses Deployment Support Group meets Fridays at the 

L.I.N.K.S. House.  Groups meet from 10:00-11:00am and 12:00-
1:00pm.  Childcare is available at the Youth Center.  To sign up for 

childcare please call 858-577-1322. 
 

New Parent Support Program 
858) 577-9812 • Bldg. 2273 • Mon-Fri (8am-4pm) 

There is nothing more exciting and challenging than 
becoming a parent. To assist you at this time, the Marine 
Corps offers, free of charge, the services of the New Parent 
Support Program. Our support system serves Marine Corps 
families with children age five and under. This free, 
voluntary program has been available at 17 Marine Corps 
bases all over the world since 1993. In our program, licensed 
clinical social workers, marriage and family therapists and 
registered nurses provide classes and support to our Marine 
families who are expecting and/or have a child 5 years or 
under. Such classes include:  

 
• Baby Boot Camp - For couples and single expectant 
moms and dads 
• Mom's Basic Training - Specifically directed toward 
our active duty expectant moms 

Classes for parents already with children include:  
• Successful Parenting  
• Play Morning 
Our social workers, Marriage and Family Therapist 
(MFTs) and nurses also provide one-on-one support to 
families in their homes. All of our home visitors are 
highly qualified and eager to help in any way they can. 
They have extensive referral information regarding other 
classes and support programs such as WIC, Lamaze, 
food programs and counseling to name just a few.  

 The New Parent Support Program is a support 
system for Marine Corps families with children age five 
and under. This free, voluntary program has been 
available at 17 Marine Corps bases all over the world 
since 1993. 

**All playgroups are now held at Mills Park** 
Play Morning, 9:30 – 11 am Tue Jan 22 
Play Morning, 9:30 – 11 am Tue Jan 29 

 
Children Youth & Teen Programs 
Parent’s Night Out 858-577-4136 
From 4:30pm-11:30pm at the Youth Center 

Reservations can be made on the 1st Monday of the month 
prior to the parent’s night out. 

March 1st and 15th  
 

STROLLER CIRCUIT TRAINING CLASS 
The Stroller Circuit Training Class started on January 8 
and will be held every Tuesday & Thursday from  
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. at the Miramar Sports Complex. 
Keep your baby with arm’s reach while exercising. Wear 
comfortable gym clothes, sneakers and be prepared to 
have fun while you work out.  

Call 858-577-9143 for more information. 
  

Counseling Center 
(858) 577-6585 • Bldg. 2274 

Mon-Thu (0730 - 1630) / Fri (0730 - 1600) /  
Sat, Sun & Holidays (Closed) 

Our mission is to provide effective counseling services 
that will assist active duty Service Members and their 
families in overcoming their personal and family 
problems, resulting in healthier and more productive 
relationships. Our organizational objects are the 
following: (1) to prevent family violence; (2) to identify 
the occurrence of spouse and child abuse; (3) to assess 
offenders and victims of family violence and victims of 
sexual assault; (4) to provide quality, professional 
treatment to Marines and their families.  
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Now – Feb 29 -Youth Outdoor Spring Soccer Registration, $45/person, 
858-577-6959  to register 

Season Runs 15 March - 10 May, 2008 
AGES: 4-18 YEARS SOCCER $45.00 INCLUDES- JERSEY, SHORTS, SOCKS, PICTURES AND TROPHY 

8 games-18 practice days (Mon-Weds or Tues-Thurs) 

 
 

YOUTH DANCE CLASSES NOW AVAILABLE 
The Youth Center is now offering dance classes for ages 2 – 7. The class styles are Creative 

Movements/Tumbling, Jazz/Hip-Hop, Tap & Ballet Combo and Tap & Jazz Combo. Classes are held on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and start at 4:30 or 5:30 p.m. and end at 5:30 or 6:30 p.m. Cost is only $30 a 

month. Space is limited, so call 858-577-6959 and register today. 
 
 

Operation Kid Comfort 
    Operation Kid Comfort Quilts are for children of deployed service men and women.  To receive a quilt, please submit the 
completed form along with nine photographs per child [in email, CD or regular pictures] that will help the child cope during 

the parent’s deployment.  As all materials and services are donated, there is no fee for this program.           
FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO: http://www.militaryymca.org/content/view/25/51/       

 
 
 

     UNITED THROUGH READING® Update 
Amid the clangs, whistles, and other customary sounds you would expect onboard the 
USS Tarawa; a new sound is being heard.  It is the sound of Marines reading to their 
children though they are thousands of miles away.  The USS Tarawa are participating in 
United Reading, which provides deployed Active Duty personnel the opportunity to read 
stories aloud on videotape to the special children in their lives back home.                                  

Marines either select a book from the ship’s onboard library or read a book they 
have packed with them.  They are videotaped reading the book, and then the tape (and book 
if owned by the Marine) is sent home to the child who can watch and follow along with a 
copy of the book.  One of the best parts of this program is the opportunity for your child to 
view the tape over and over again.  According to research, reading aloud has been shown to 
be the single best predictor in a child’s future academic success.  Encourage your Marine to 
participate in United Through Reading and bring their face and voice into your home even 

when they can’t be there. Share with your United Through Reading Homefront coordinator Vanessa Lee your 
family’s reactions to your first video! 

 
MAKE SURE YOUR MARINE SIGNS-UP EARLY BECAUSE SLOTS ARE FILLING UP FAST!! 

For those who have not had time to schedule a recording, the USS Tarawa is still accepting reservations. Reading a story 
about Easter, spring and homecomings would be a great idea. There are plenty of books to choose from! Your child will watch 

you over and over again and will be comforted! 

 
Educational Benefits 

 Studies prove that 
the most important thing 
adults can do in 
preparing young 
children for success in 
school is to read aloud 
with them. 
 

Devil Pups Corner: 
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Tiger Cruise 
Sponsors and Tigers 

  Rank          Sponsor Name   Div  Work Ext  Tiger Name 
  LtCol McKee, Shawn W  XO  6382            McKee, Cole Campbell 
            McKee, Darby Jay 
  Maj             Fitzpatrick, Timothy S Ops  7566  Flynn, Brendan 
          Fitzpatrick, Brenden  
          Flynn, Tom  
  Capt        Casillas, Robert D  Ops  7566   Casillas, Robert Daniel 
  Capt        Kruse, Gerald   Doss  7632  Goff, Walter Bohman 
  Capt        Sabourin, Daryl T  Doss  7574  Sabourin, Joe A 
      Sabourin, Brandon M 
  Capt       Dixon, Vincent K  Ord  7566  Dixon, Vincent Ronald 
      Dixon, Barton Ronald 
  Capt       Grant, Brian R  Ops  2023  Grant, Russell Jones 
  Capt       Jerue, Seth    S-3  7707  Gullo, Ben  
      Jerue, Trustan A 
      Jerue, Edward A 
  Capt    Neely, David L  Ops  7566  Neely, Ralph Edward 
  Capt    Rountree Jr, Michael H S-3  7566            Roundtree,Sr,Michael Herman 
  Capt    Venci, David M  S-5  7632  Stowe, Henry Thomas 
  Capt    Wisniewski, Travis J S-4  None  Wisniewski, Raymond  
      Wisniewski, Terry John 
  1stLt     Moody, David A  MACG38 7635  Shockley, Michael David 
  1stLt    Demars, Christopher M Doss  7632  DeMars, William Lee 
  1stLt    Jordan, Seth   Ops  7566  Jordan, William J 
      Jordan, Clare M 
  MGySgt Vandynhoven, Patrick L M/C  7321  VanDynHoven, Tyler Scott 
  GySgt Barber, Mark A  M/C  7321  Barmby, Blandon  
  GySgt Lopez, Mark A  M/A  7372  Rice, Daniel  
  SSgt Atkinson, James M  QA  7106  Atkinson, Dalton James 
  SSgt Griffis, Michael J  F/L  7155  Myers, Anthony Paul 
      Gregor, David Ernist 
      Griffis, Rosa Lee 
  SSgt Moore, Damian C  M/C  7321  Jones, William Wayne 
  SSgt Morrissey, Donald R QA  7106  Navarrete,Torrance Anthony 
  SSgt Parnell, Curtis D  QA  7106   Parnell, GrianMarco Curtis 
  Sgt Ackerman, Jason D  F/L  7155  Akerman, Douglas J 
  Sgt Brandt, Justin M  F/E  7411  Stelling, Ralph Edward 
  Sgt Deboer, Nathan   F/L  7155  Deboer, Dann  
  Sgt Effenberger, Barron F F/L  7155  Thysell, Bradley John 
  Sgt Follett, Amber D  QA  7106  Follett, Katherine Patricia 
  Sgt Garcia, David   F/L  7155  Garcia, Joseph Dean 
  Sgt Jensen, Jamie D  F/L  5567  Jensen, Jesse W 
  Sgt Lee, James A  Doss  7632  Lee, James Gerard 
      Lee, Christopher Ryan 
  Sgt Outlaw, Scott   F/L  7155  Outlaw, Michael A 
  Sgt Roman, Michelle   F/L  7155  Jones,BenjaminPaul 
          Jones, Myoung-Ae  
  Sgt Ross, Justin J  A/F  7271  Ross, Richard  
  Sgt Sgarlata , Steven   A/F  7271  Sgarlata, John Michael 
      Catello, Steven Paul 
  Sgt Showman, Nicole M  CRS  7632  Iannone, Heather Ellen 
  Sgt Wayte, Mitchell B  AIMD  7621  Wayte, Scott Mitchell 
  Sgt Wilkinson, Clifford R M/C  7321  Wilkinson, William Louis 



 

 

THE SEAELK TIMES Page 10 of 12

   
  Rank          Sponsor Name   Div  Work Ext  Tiger Name 
  Cpl Armstrong, Joshua   F/L  7155  Armstrong, Steven Robert 
  Cpl Bellaire, Bradley A  M/C  7321  Bellaire, Dennis Elmer 
  Cpl Cintas , Nicholas   Avi  7317  Polini, Alan  
  Cpl Ellis, Brent I  A/F  7271  Ellis, Virginia R 
  Cpl Harding, David H  Avi  7317  Harding, Richard Frank 
  Cpl Hirschberger, John R Flight E  7411  Hirschberger,Robert Thomas 
  Cpl Jones, Ryan A  A/F  7271  Jones, Matthew Steven 
      Jones, Richard Eugene 
  Cpl Martin Jr, James W  A/F  7271  Martin Sr, James William 
  Cpl Mirgliotta, Philip J  A/F  7271  Mirgliotta, Dale Warren 
  Cpl Munroe, Jeremy D  A/F  7271  Munroe, David Tom 
  Cpl           Reed, Drew S      Reed, Steven D  
  Cpl Seidlitz, Edwa6rd   Flight E  7411  Seidlitz, Timothy Howard 
  Cpl Shirley II, David R  Ord  7375  Shirley, David Ray 
  Cpl Vargas, Antonio   A/F  7271  Vargas, Antonio  
  Cpl Welby, Anthony   Flight E  7417  Welby, James Joseph 
  LCpl Arellano, Ivan   MWSS  7526  Arellano, Ignacio Ismael 
  LCpl Brooks , Matthew   Avi  7317  Woodfin, Blane  
  LCpl Depue, Jensen T  F/L  5567  Depue, Jordan James 
          Depue, Brett Ivan 
  LCpl Hanken, Felix B  S-1  7632  Hanken, Michael Paul 
  LCpl Peugh, Warren T  S-3  7707  Brundard, Jared William 
      Sprayberry, Brad Albert 
  LCpl Schoenberger, William C AIMD  7621              Schoenberger,William Henry 
  LCpl Taylor, Michael A  S-6  7632  Lundy, Joshua Grantham 
  LCpl Travis, Kevin   S-4  7526  Travis, Terry James 
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HMM-166(REIN) FAMILY EVENTS PICTURES 
 

Kid’s Valentine’s Party  

                              
        Everyone busy making cards and decorating their bags.        Even the youngest SeaElk are finding ways to have fun. 
 

                                            
                 Let’s gather around for a Valentine story!                                    “I love making Valentines for my Daddy!” 

 
“Rose” Party at Jamie Rhodes’ House 

Putting together roses for our wonderful    
                      spouses to give out at the Mid-Deployment Brief. 
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Important Numbers: 
 
Base Information:...............(858) 577-1011 
ID Cards:…………………….(858) 577-1421 
American Red Cross:……..(619) 542-7400 
Navy-Marine Corps Relief: 
………………………………..(858) 577-1801 
TRICARE:…………………..(888) TRIWEST 
TRICARE Dental:………….(800) 866-8499 

 

 
 
 
Travel 
Bldg. 2524 ..........................578-3049 
Library 
Bldg.5305 ...........................577-1261 
Miramar Inn 
Bldg.2516 ...........................271-7111 
Museum 
Flying Leatherneck Aviation Museum 
Bldg. T4203........................693-1723 
Officers' Club 
Bldg. 4472 ..........................577-4808 
Park Reservations (Mills Park & Youth 
Sports Complex) 
Reservations .......................577-4099 
Relocation Office 
Bldg. 2258 ..........................577-1428 

 

 

Miramar Exchange: 
Main Store Complex 
 
Bldg. 2660 

Operator……………….695-7288  
Recording……………..695-7200          

Barber Shop…………...695-7260 
Beauty Salon. . . . . . . . .695-7227 
Custom Services.............. .695-7241 
Florist . . . . . . . . . . . . . .695-7242 
Laundry/Dry Cleaners. . 695-7238 
Optical Shop. . . . . . . . ..695-7264 
Optometrist…………….695-7276  
 

MCCS Facilities: 
 
Administration 
Bldg. 2273......................... .577-4099 
Athletics 
Bldg. 2471......................... .577-4127 
Auto Hobby Shop 
Bldg.6673.......................... .577-1215 
Auto Resale lot. . . . . . .577-1215 
Big Bear Recreational Facility 
Big Bear. . . . . . . . (909) 866-3965 Reservations. . 
. . . 577-4126/4141 
Bowling Center 
Bldg.2525...........................577-4131 
Career Resource Center 
Bldg. 5305......................... .577-6491 
Catering (Officers' Club) 
Bldg.4472...........................577-4814 
Counseling Center 
Bldg. 2274..........................577-6585 
Education Center 
Bldg.5305...........................577-1801 
Enlisted Club 
Bldg.5509...........................693-1524 
Enlisted Recreation Center 
The Great Escape 
Bldg. 5509..........................577-6171 
Entertainment Ticket Office 
Bldg. 2524................. 577-4126/4141 
Entertainment Tickets Limited 
Bldg. 2660 (MCX).............536-8257 
Equipment Rental 
Outdoor Adventure Center 
Bldg.6673.......................... .577-4150 
Fish Pond ......................... .577-4150 
Pless Avenue near west gate 
Fitness Center (Main) 
Miramar Sports Complex 
Bldg. 2471..........................577-4128 
Fitness Center (New) 
Semper Fit Center 
Bldg. 2002..........................577-4654 
Fitness Center (Annex) 
The Barn 
Bldg. 7115 ………………...577-6042 

Sports & Aquatics Office 
Bldg. 2471 ..........................577-1202 
Stables 
East Miramar . . . . . . . ….. .577-4139 
Staff NCO Club 
Bldg. 5509 ......................... ...577-4829 
Swimming Pools 
WST Pool. . . . . …... .577-4137/4140 
Officers' Pool......................577-4154 
Theater 
Bldg.2242 ...........................577-4143 
Reservations .......................577-4099 
Vehicle Storage. . . . . . …..577-4150 
Veterinary Clinic 
Bldg. 6248 ..........................577-6552 
Youth/Teen Center 
Bldg.2247.............................577-4136 
 
MCCS Programs: 
 
Chaplain's Religious Enrichment 
Development Operation (CREDO) 
Chapel............................. ..577-1333 
Drug Demand Reduction/ Prevention 
Program 
Bldg. 2274 . . . . . . 577-4411/7285 
Exceptional Family Member Program 
Bldg. 2274 ........................ .577-9807 
 
Family Counseling 
Bldg. 2274 ..........................577-6585 
Health Promotion Office 
Bldg. 2273 . . . . . . 577-1331/7963 
Information and Referral 
Bldg. 2274 ..........................577-8644 
Key Volunteer Network (KVN) 
Bldg. 2273 .577-1322  
Lifestyle, Insight, Network, Knowledge 
and Skills (L.I.N.K.S.) 
Bldg.2273........................577-4810  
New Parent Support Program 
Bldg.2274........................577-9812 
Personal Financial Management 
Bldg. 2274 ..........................577-9802 

Tailor/Cobbler Shop 
Bldg. 6275 ...........................695-7283 
Uniform Center 
Bldg. 6275 ........................ ..695-7363 
Video Rentals 
Bldg. 5638 …………………695-7209  

Automotive Service Center Bldg. 
6214 

Administration. . .695-7251/7252 
Auto Accessory Store . .695-7254 
Auto Repairs. . . . .695-7255/7385 
Budget Truck Rental........695-7847 
 

 

MCCS Miramar Directory: 


